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Abstract:

This study aims to provide a comparative analytical reading of the decolonization of knowledge and the
development of an African self-consciousness within the framework of postcolonial theory. It does so by
comparing Ngiigi wa Thiong’o’s thesis on "decolonizing the mind" with Achille Mbembe’s critique of the post-
independence nation-state a state characterized by a continued, colonial-era dependency. The study is premised
on the argument that genuine and comprehensive liberation does not conclude with the departure of the colonizer
or the attainment of political independence; rather, it is an ongoing decolonial process that necessitates the
dismantling of conceptual colonization and the structures of hegemony and dependency.

The study concluded that the difference lies not in the fundamental goal of liberation, but in the approach taken
to achieve it. While Wa Thiong'o argues that comprehensive liberation involves a break from colonial legacy and
a return to indigenous roots, Mbembi contends that the path to comprehensive liberation lies in penetrating hybrid
spaces and exposing the violence and death inherent in the colonized nation-state.

Keywords: Liberation, Awareness, Self, ldentity, Post-Colonialism.
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