Journal of Scientific and Human Dimensions

Al g dsalnll et Alaa Journal of Scientific and

Human Dimensions

O® Volume 2, Issue 2, 2026 Pages: 705-725

Journal homepage: https://jshd.com.ly/index.php/jshd/en

The Relationship Between Urban Planning and the Growth of
Informal Settlements
(A Field Study on a Sample of Residents of Informal Settlements
in Ajdabiya City)

Warda Ahmed Mohamed Al-Sahli *
Department of Sociology, Ajdabiya University, Faculty of Arts, Ajdabiya, Libya

4l gdad) (ghalial) gadg 5 peand) Jaadil) (yu ABMal)
(Lt Aaa A Al gdall (ghliall S (pe dle e Al Al o)

N KVCORVN LS PR
L clutaa) cl¥1 A eluaal dadla g Laia¥) Ao aud

“Corresponding author: Warda.ahmed@Uoa.edu.ly

Received: March 25, 2026 Accepted: April 25, 2026 Published: May 29, 2026

@ Copyright: © 2026 by the authors. This article is an open-access article distributed under the
@ terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license

(https://creativecomzmons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

Abstract:

The study aimed to examine the relationship between urban planning and the growth of informal settlements,
using a mixed methodology (quantitative and qualitative) and descriptive-analytical approach. A questionnaire
was used to collect data, and the study was applied to four informal settlements in the city of Ajdabiya using a
snowball sample totaling 80 respondents. The study found that the reality of urban planning in the city does not
take into account the equitable distribution of services (education, health, markets, transport, electricity, etc.)
among its districts, and the efficiency of urban planning in the city is very weak because current urban plans do
not include a fair distribution of residential and service areas and do not meet the future needs of the population.
One of the main reasons for the growth of informal settlements is the low prices of land and properties in these
areas, which contributed to their expansion and spread. There is also a very severe weakness in community
participation in urban planning, as residents do not participate in urban decision-making and their opinions are
not considered in the stages of preparing urban plans.
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